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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN POWYS 

 
There are 33,708 children and young people (0-25) living in Powys, 26,294 of them are 0-19 years old.  
To see where residents and young people in live in Powys click here  

 

There are 73 wards in Powys and 80 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA’s), 6.3% of Powys’ LSOA’s are in the top 

20% of most deprived in Wales (Ystradgynlais 1, Llandrindod East/ Llandrindod West, Newtown East, 
Newtown South and Welshpool Castle LSOA).   
[Local Authority Analysis (gov.wales)] 

To view how Powys ranks on the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation click here  

 

UNEMPLOYMENT AND LOW PAY IN POWYS 

 
Unemployment and low wages are at the heart of child poverty. To understand these drivers of child poverty it is 
useful to examine some key local economic indicators of households. 

 

• 20% of working age people (aged 16-64 years) in Powys are economically inactive (December 2020). The 

national average for Wales is 24.3%. Powys has the 3rd lowest rate of economically inactive 

residents among Welsh Las 

[Source: Annual Population Survey © Crown Copyright] 

To view the economic activity rate of Powys and Wales click here  

 

• There are 3,020 people claiming unemployment benefits living in Powys (Jobseeker's Allowance plus 

those who claim Universal Credit who are out of work). This is 4% of persons aged 16-64. This is the 
second lowest rate among Welsh Local authorities.  
[Claimant count by Welsh local area, variable and month (not seasonally adjusted) - EXPERIMENTAL STATISTICS (gov.wales)] 

To view unemployment figure for Powys over time click here  

 

There were 4,324 children (aged under 16) living in Relative low income families in 2020.  

This is 20%. Powys ranks 14th out of 22 among Welsh Local Authorities.  

 

There were 3,207 children (aged under 16) living in Absolute low income families in 2020.  

This is 15%. Powys ranks 7th highest among the 22 Welsh Local Authorities.  

[Children in low income families: local area statistics 2014 to 2020 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)] 

 

There were 4,088 families with children in absolute poverty (income is below 60% of median income) in 
2019/20 in Powys, and of these 1,248 (31%) were lone parent households.  
[Dept of Work and Pensions Absolute Low Income data Stat-Xplore - Table View (dwp.gov.uk) 

 

In Powys 55% (33,149) households earn below the Wales average household income of £34,700 (37% earn above). 
However, 70% (42,107) households earn below the UK average household income of £40,257 (24% earn above).  
[CACI disposable income]  

To view household incomes figure for Powys and for Powys LSOAs click here  

  

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/11139/Wellbeing-Information-Bank-View-information-about-Powys-population
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Community-Safety-and-Social-Inclusion/Welsh-Index-of-Multiple-Deprivation/WIMD-2019/localauthorityanalysis
https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/11119/Wellbeing-Information-Bank-View-information-about-deprivation-WIMD-2019
https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/11129/Wellbeing-Information-Bank-View-information-about-Employment-workforce
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Business-Economy-and-Labour-Market/People-and-Work/Unemployment/Claimant-Count/claimantcount-by-welshlocalareas-variable-month
https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/11125/Wellbeing-Information-Bank-View-information-about-claimant-count-statistics
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/webapi/jsf/tableView/tableView.xhtml
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYWJmNGU0YmEtNDg5Ni00MzY5LWJhNGEtOGZhZGYxMGYxN2NhIiwidCI6ImMwMWQ5ZWUxLTBlYjAtNDc1NC05OWFlLTAzYWU4YTczMmI1MCIsImMiOjh9
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UNIVERSAL CREDIT 

 

 

Over the last year, the number of Universal Credit claims with a child entitlement in Powys has grown from 

2,161 in May 2020 to 2,514 in May 2021, an increase of 25%. This increase is slightly ahead of Wales (20%) and 
UK (22%). 
[Source: Dept. of Work and Pensions, © Crown Copyright] 

 

In 2019/20, there were 4,223 children in low income households* where at least one parent was working, 

and 1,230 in households with no working adults. This is the highest number since 2015/16 (as far back as data 
is available). 
 

78% of the children living in low income households in Powys were in ones where an adult was working, the 

second highest level among local authorities in Wales (Ceredigion was 0.4% higher). 

Powys has had the smallest increase between 2015/16 and 2019/20 in the number of children in low income 
households with an adult working. It increased by 15%, with the Welsh figure being 27%. 

 

Median gross weekly earnings in Powys were £519 in 2020. This was below the Welsh average od £542.  
[Source: Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings © Crown Copyright] 

 

 

*Low income households defined as where income is below 60% of median income 
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GROSS VALUE ADDED 

 
 

 

The left graph show Gross Value Added per head 
for Powys, Wales and the UK over the last 8 years. 

Powys has fallen from 61% of UK average in 2011 

to 58% in 2019 (it peaked at 62% in 2015). 

 

The below graph shows GVA per hour worked for 
Powys compared to the UK. This shows Powys 

falling from 69% in 2004 to 58% in 2019, and being 

the lowest ranked authority in the UK since 
2008. 

[Source: Office for National Statistics, Sub-national Gross Value 
Added © Crown Copyright] 
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HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 

 
 

 
 

The above chart tries to look at the relative cost of housing in each local authority, comparing average house 

prices to disposable income. This shows that Powys ranks 5th highest amongst the 22 Local Authorities in 

Wales for having the most expensive houses compared to gross disposable income. 

 

From May 2020 to May 2021, house prices in Powys increased by 17% (Wales 13%).  

  

 
 

 

 
Source: UK House Price Index May 2021, HM Land Registry © Crown Copyright. Gross Disposable Household Income, Office for National 
Statistics Regional Accounts © Crown Copyright 
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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT IN POWYS 

 
Free School Meal eligibility is a key proxy measure of household income. At all key stages, learners eligible for  

free school meals tend to perform significantly less well than those not eligible.  

 

Poor educational attainment is likely to harm children and young people’s future life chances and perpetuate the 
cycle of poverty.  

 

• 1,921 (12%) of pupils in Powys are eligible for free school meals, which is lower than the national 
Average of 18%.  

• 16% of children and young people who are eligible for free school meals are currently not receiving 
them.  
[Source: Welsh Government Free School Meal © Crown Copyright] 

To view information about Powys’ schools including free school meal eligibility and uptake please click here 

 

• Educational attainment for pupils in Mid Wales at Key Stage 4 shows that those eligible for FSM have 
lower outcomes than the rest of the population. The gap between those receiving FSM and those 

who are not achieving Level 1* is 8%. At Level 2** it was 33% and those achieving 5 A*-A grades was 
17%. 
Source: Welsh Government, Welsh Examinations Database/PLASC © Crown Copyright  
 

 
 

*Level 1 – 5 GCSE’s A*-G  **Level 2 – 5 GCSE’s A*-C 

 

• In 2020, 4.6% of Year 13 school leavers in Powys were NEETs, compared to the Welsh average of 3.7% 
Year 13 Pupil Destinations from Schools in Wales 2020 | Careers Wales (gov.wales) 

 
 
  

https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/11113/Wellbeing-Information-Bank-View-information-about-the-school-benchmarking
https://careerswales.gov.wales/careers-professionals/pupil-destinations/pupil-destinations-2020/year-13-pupil-destinations-from
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CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN – WHAT WE SAID WE WILL DO AND WHAT WAS DONE (2020-21) 

 
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING  

 
 

What did we do in 2020-21? 

In 2020-21 the council had 118 Council properties under construction across the county on sites in Newtown, 
Llanidloes, Clyro and Brecon. A further 109 homes are at an advanced stage in the development process and plans 
are being drawn up to expand the programme.  

 

Nineteen families have moved into the first homes to be completed at Maes Maendy in Brecon. This development 
includes a mix of 1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-bedroom homes, all let on secure tenancies with affordable rents. 
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What did we do in 2020-21? 

The Housing Services Development Team have started a 'value engineering' exercise to make sure that the design, 
specification, and development of new municipal housing is as efficient as possible. The production of a suite of 
standard house types is under way, which will reduce costs. The detailed design of properties is being reviewed to 
make sure that chosen designs and materials do not add unnecessary costs to both initial construction and 
ongoing maintenance. The Housing Revenue Account Business Plan Review for 2021-2022 is now underway to 
identify efficiencies that may allow the Council to generate surpluses to help support the continued development 
of council-owned homes. 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What did we do in 2020-21? 
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We continued to deliver the Communities for Work+ project aimed at getting people into work and improving 
their employability prospects. Between 2018 and 2021, 57 of the 83 of Workways+ participants were still in work 
after 6 months, and 79 of the 83 of Communities for Work+ participants were working full time (77 of the 83 
participants gained permanent employment). The team received additional funding from Welsh Government, 
allowing the recruitment of two new members of staff, an employment mentor, and an employer liaison officer. 
This will enable us to provide an enhanced service to people in Powys in need of support, especially given the 
impact of COVID-19 on unemployment. For more information about the project and the help and support 
available, please visit: https://en.powys.gov.uk/article/9667/Communities-for-Work-Powys Our success measures 
and targets for 2020-21 2018-19 Performance 2019-20 Performance 2020-21 Performance Trend 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What did we do in 2020-21? 

The last data released showing the percentage of 16 years olds who were Not in Education, Employment or 
Training (NEET) identified that Powys had the third lowest number of ‘NEETs’ in Wales (1.0% in 2019-20, which 
was below the 2% target). 
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CHILDREN LIVING IN POVERTY 
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What did we do in 2020-21? 

• The support provided to disadvantaged pupils during the COVID-19 period has been significant, with nearly all 

accessing childcare provision, digital devices being provided to ensure they are not disadvantaged, and many 

schools providing weekly welfare support for these learners.  

 

• During the pandemic supermarket vouchers and direct BACS payments were issued to all entitled free school 

meal families/pupils. We saw a 19.5% increase from December 2019 to December 2020 in free school meal 

entitlement claims. The Council regularly informs schools and posts to all Parents via the ParentPay 

communication system to sign post free school meals.  

 

• An annual review uptake exercise was undertaken to identify children who are entitled to free school meals and 

target advice to encourage take up and 25 claims were added.  

 

• We continued to support families with the cost of living through advice and assistance. During the year, 742 

awards for school clothing grants have been made to the value of £105,075; £11,076,591 has been paid out to 

10,214 customers through the council tax reductions scheme and we provided Discretionary Housing Payment 

support to help residents with housing related issues to the value of £585,000.   

 

• We are committed to supporting the Period Dignity initiative and will be extending its contract to provide feminine 

hygiene products to all our schools, including via the coin-free vending machines in our secondary schools. Due 

to the success of the coin-free vending machines, secondary schools have been offered further units and larger 

primary schools have also been given the opportunity to have units installed. Period dignity vouchers were 

issued to the families of 657 young girls aged 9 and over who were in receipt of free school meals to support 

with the cost of feminine hygiene products during lockdown. Following the success of the teen starter pack which 

were issued during 2020, further stock has been purchased for each girl aged 9 and over, in preparation for the 

new financial year. Joint working with Youth Services has ensured that packs of teen starter packs are also 

available to young people through outreach services and youth clubs.  

 

• As part of their school improvement plans, all schools identified how they use their Pupil Deprivation Grant (PDG) 

to support vulnerable learners. Provision is in place for educational support for children who are entitled to free 

school meals during periods when the schools are closed. Welsh Government have allowed schools to use the 

PDG funding up to the end of the summer term 2021 due to the fact schools have been providing remote 

learning for most pupils during the spring term 2021.  

 

• Nearly all governing bodies continue to give due consideration to the Welsh Government School Uniform 

Guidance. As part of the measures to re-open schools a Powys wide decision was made to relax uniform rules for 

practical reasons as well as the additional costs to families potentially needing to purchase new uniform. Letters 

have been issued to all eligible families who have children in receipt of free school meals, or who are caring for 

children looked after, to inform them that the PDG Access uniform grant is available and provide details of how to 

claim. 79% made a claim. 



 

 

© 2021. Powys County Council. All rights reserved. 

REFERENCE TO SCHOOL HOLIDAY ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME 

 
 

What did we do in 2020-21? 

Due to COVID-19, the School Holiday Enrichment Programme was cancelled and data is not available. Five schools 
have signed up to provide this during 2021.  

 

 

REFERENCE TO POVERTY IN POINT 3  

 

 


